Writing Lesson Plan – Strong Verbs

Lesson Focus:
Understanding the Importance of Strong Verbs

Suggestions for Presentation: 
Whole Group  x   
Small Group  x_
TEKS Addressed: 4.19C, 4.19E, 4.20 D
TAKS Objective #:

Introduction (instructional input/focus):

I. Looking at what book authors do….

Have students look at this excerpt or another.

Examples:  from . . . Song and Dance Man by Karen Ackerman


“We stand up together and clap our hands, shouting ‘Hurray’ and ‘More!’ but Grandpa only smiles and shakes his head, all out of breath.  He takes off his tap shoes, wraps them gently in the shammy cloth, and puts them back in the leather-trimmed trunk.  He carefully folds his vest and lays the top hat and cane on it, and we follow him to the stairway.”


II. What makes this text interesting and helps you form pictures in your mind?

Discuss what makes it good writing.  If students don’t immediately see the power of the verbs, you may want to talk about sentence construction.  What is a sentence made up of? (nouns, verbs, adjectives, etc.) What makes this passage so descriptive?  At this point you might have students highlight or underline the verbs.  Talk about how the author selected strong verbs.

Modeling (think-aloud, student involvement with teacher support):

Have students discuss what they notice and talk about the images in their heads.  After a brief

discussion, you may want to show them the picture from the book.
So . . . what is a strong verb?

Not is or was:  She     is       pretty.
· Makes the noun “move:” The breeze rustled the branches.

· Provides an image:  The water glistened in the sunshine.    

Student Practice (students involved in implementing new learning: small groups, pairs, and/or individually):

Have students look for examples in their own reading and writing.

Extensions/Follow-up/Modifications (future lessons, reteaching,  addressing special needs of students):

Make a classroom chart of active verbs categorized as “movement” and “creating images.”

Conferencing Suggestions:

Ask students to highlight verbs and discuss if the verb has the effect the writer intended.

Materials/Resources/Attachments:

Overhead of text

“We stand up together and clap our hands, shouting ‘Hurray’ and ‘More!’ but Grandpa only smiles and shakes his head, all out of breath.  He takes off his tap shoes, wraps them gently in the shammy cloth, and puts them back in the leather-trimmed trunk.  He carefully folds his vest and lays the top hat and cane on it, and we follow him to the stairway.”

from Song and Dance Man

